
 

 
 
 

www.transport.gov.scot 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Strategic Transport Planning  

Transport Strategy and Analysis Directorate 
 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF 
Direct Line: 0141 242 7590   
Alison.irvine@transport.gov.scot 
 

  

Edward Mountain MSP 
Convener   
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee  
Room T.3.60 
Scottish Parliament  
EH99 1SP  
 

 
Date: 4 February 
2020  

 
 
Dear Mr Mountain,  
 
 
I refer to your email of 14 January about membership of the Forth Bridges Forum and the Forth 
Crossing Public Transport Working Group, and to enquire why the working group hasn’t met 
since October 2017.   
 
The membership of the Forth Bridges Forum is as set out on the Forum webpage 
https://www.theforthbridges.org/forth-bridges-forum/ and includes: City of Edinburgh Council; 
Fife Council; Forth Bridges Unit Operating Company; Historic Environment Scotland;  
Network Rail; Transport Scotland; Visit Scotland; and West Lothian Council.  The Forth Crossing 
Public Transport Working Group includes representatives of: Confederation of Passenger 
Transport – Scotland; City of Edinburgh Council; Fife Council; First Bus Group - South East & 
Central Scotland; Lothian Buses; ScotRail; SEStran - South East of Scotland Transport 
Partnership;  Stagecoach East Scotland; Transport Scotland; West Lothian Council. 
 
The Forth Crossing Public Transport Working Group last met in October 2017, at that time 
members had a clear understanding of the route for each the recommendations that had been 
set out in the Refreshed Public Transport Strategy.  There was also a recognition that, as the 
refreshed Public Transport strategy made clear, not all recommendations were planned to be 
delivered in the short term, and that many of the interventions in the Strategy were for the 
medium to longer term. 
 
There is recognition that a number of groups now exist, set out below, with similar or cross-
reaching remits and similar attendees, therefore a continued regular meeting of the Forth 
Crossing Public Transport Working Group was not deemed to be a requirement at this time.  
 
Groups with Transport Remit in the Edinburgh and Cross-Forth Region: 

• the Forth Bridges Forum, one of the objectives of which is to develop and support 
schemes and measures to encourage an increase in cross-Forth active travel and 
sustainable public transport;  

• Edinburgh and South East City Deal Transport Apprasal Board;  
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• the Regional Transport Working Groups that have been set up to support the second 
Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR2). 

 
It is these current forums which will inform future investment decisions in transport in this area, 
including decisions related to future public transport investment.  Notwithstanding, it was jointly 
recognised that the Forth Crossing Public Transport Working Group will come together in future 
to review the Strategy.   
 
As you will appreciate there are several factors which can influence the delivery of transport 
interventions which can vary over time, and therefore we should always reflect on decisions, to 
determine if they are still the right ones.  The current evaluation of the Forth Replacement 
Crossing Project Project is assessing how this major infrastructure project alongside the public 
transport interventions has been performing and this will inform how we take forward the Public 
Transport Stragegy.  Also, current network operation, surrounding land uses, deliverability, 
policy and objectives and financial resources are being considered through STPR2, though 
which Transport Scotland is reviewing our planned strategic transport investments, which will 
help us deliver the outcomes of the new NTS. 
 
 
I trust this is helpful. 
 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 

 
 
Alison Irvine  
Director of Transport Strategy and Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


